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Elder Remains Here, 
Calls At Kung’s Home 


Mr. James Elder, financial sd-' 
vEOF-TO CHAE, HavcH-lang and 
whose arrival here last Friday its; 
aroused considerable speculation. is 
still in Shanghai and is not ex- 
nected to leave for the time beinz,: 
it. was learned vyesterdny. e | 
<Mr. Elder !off his room at the 
Mctronole Hocer’ on Monday morn- 
ing and ‘motored to the private re-, 
‘sigence .of- Dr. H. H. Kung, Vice>- ' 
, President af the Executive Yon 
‘and: Minister OF Finance, at Ric. | 
| Herve de Sieyes. The )uryose of! 
‘his. call, was.to inquire when Dr. 

Kung would réturn to Shanghai 
| ae Nanking. 


Since his arrival. Mr. Elder has 


‘been keeping . his movements 
secret. He has also repeatedly re- 
i fused to give an-interview to Chin- | 
ese newspaper reporters. } 
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Elder Avoids Reporters, 


Pleads “I Know Nothing” 


’ Genially -parrying’ off questions 

asking him: t6.° reconstruct the 
events immediately before and 
after Oe Sen oe Mr. James 
Elder, of Biang Hsueh- 
SaMP-ANid the first man to arrive 
in. Shanghai since the outbreak of 
‘the trouble, refused yesterday to 
be interviewed. on any aspects of 
the coup engineered -by the “Young 
-Marshal.” 
‘+ Willing to talk to.the reporter 
{on any other topic, Myr. Elder pre- 
‘ferred yesterday to'llmit his state- 
{ment on the Sian situation to “I 
know nothing.” 

He was in the Shensi capital 
when ‘the revolt broke out, he said, 
‘but he did not gather all the in- 
formation on the trouble unts! he 
arrived in Nanking ani! Shanghai. 
Sian, he explained, is a big city, 
and when the coup took place, he 
was some 30 miles away from the 
storm center. His only knowledge 
of the revolt he sald, was a number 
of rifle reports he heard. 

Arriving here Friday night by 
train from Nanking, Mr. Elder 
* made every effort to evade a group 
of newsmen who greeted him at 


a 


the station. Yesterday he was 
sought after by @ number of cor- 
respondents and reporters to give 
an, account of the coup. - 

To these newspapermen, Mr. 
Elder gave the same answer, claim- 
ing that he knows nothing about 
the situation. He added*that he 
went to Nanking to ‘tender his}: 
personel sympathy to Madame}; 
Chiang Kai-shek. * 

Denying any connection with. the]; 
“Peace negotiation,” Mr, Hider told|; 
newsmen that he is not authoritiz- |: 
@d, asked or deputed to act as a 
go-between. 

Stocky, well-groomed, Mr. Hlder|: 
is known here as a close associate 
of the “Young. Marshal,” with 
whom he worked ‘and . played|: 
during the years they spent in, 
Mukden and Peiping. Mr. Elder 
denied yesterday that he holds an 
official position as the “financial 
adviser” to the Chang. 

His aversion of the public lime- 
light was shown yesterday when 


just a waste of time. I never like 
to have. my pictures taken,” he 
told a press photographer. 
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|Elder, Financial Adviser To 
| Revolt Chief, Thought Here 


pal lamesElderfinancial advise: repcsted to have received strict 
tg Chang Hsueh-lang, is believed instcuctions from his employer not 
to e ere shortly before'to talk, especially to strangers, 
12 o’clock last night on the MNan-|made the task of finding him 
king teain. among the passengers of the Nan- 
Although he denied his idetity King train difficult. 

when questioned, newspaperinen Train Late 

who recognize the American au-}| The Nanking train, delayed by 
viser by sight were positive that a the derailment earlier in the day, 
man who hurried off from the! was late. Before the train arrived 
station as soon as the train arrived,a group of five reporters and cor- 
e Mr, Elde-. |respondents scattered themselves 
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Mr. Elder, according to reports at difterent vantage points alonc 
reaching here yesterday from|]the platform to make sure that 
Nankinr, had arrived in the capitalithey would not miss the incoming 
f-un Sian and was proceeding to , Passenger whom they were inter- | 
this city by the afternoon train.jested to meet. 

This report brought a group of| When the express steamed into! 
Pe geen to the North Station in the station, attention of the newsmen 
‘an effort to locate and to interview | was collectively centered on the 
Hey first-class coaches in which they 
‘ The “tact, however, that the believed Mr. Elder would be located. 


TE ES” Oe was| Before the train came bompletely 


ito a stop a foreigner, carrying @ 
light bag and wearing a dark coat 
and a cap, jumped off from one of 
the second-class coaches. His 
‘appearance convinccd the cor- 
jrespondents that he was Mr. Elder. 
As the mysterious passenger hur- 
riedly shouldered his way out of 
the crowd, one newshaWk managed 
to follow him. 

Outside the railing which led to 
the station foyer, the man believed 
to be the adviser, was met by an- 
other foreigner and a Chinese. 
They each took a ricsha, although 
\t is known that a car had been 
sent to meet them. 

With the reporter trailing be- 
hind, the man headed toward the 
downtown section. He was seen to 
take a cab at the Jinkee Road Sta- 
tion of the Ford . Hire Service. 

Mr. Elder was the ‘Séreigner who 
started for Nanking in a Eurasia 
plane from Loyang. The ship was 
forced down by bad weather nt 
Penapu in Southern Anhwei., He 
continued by train and arrived in 
Nanking late that night. In the 
Capital, he had been closely 
guarded from pressmen and in 
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conference with Government ffi- 


) clals. 


The financial adviser was first 


belicved. to be Mr. W. H. Donald, 
when his plane was forced down 
on its way to Nanking. This led 
to the report at one time that ‘the 
Australian adviser of Generalisaline. 
Chiang Kai-shek was returning to 
the Capital instead of going back 
to Sian as’ originally planned. 

The visit of Mr. Elder to Nan- 
king was interpreted here as In- 
dicative of the willingness of the 
“Young Marshal” to retract his 
steps and to liquidate the Sion 
revolt. 
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Sin wan PHO Activities of Mr. J. Bilder 
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hr. James Elder, economic advisor to General 
Cheng Hsueh Liang, arrived in Nanking on December 18 acting 
on instructions from the young Marshal. On th evening 
of tict day, he came to Shanghai and sojourned at the 
Metro--ole Hotel, Kiangse Road. 

On the morning of December 19, Mr. slider 
was very busy in approaching the various sources interested, 
He will returm to Nanking to-day whence he will »roceed to 
Sian to call on General Chang Hsueh Liang. 


nT 


‘ con peetsimay per: 

oo CONFIDENTIAL File No... REGIST: .. 
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REPORT 
Date... 
SUbfec oo eececceeoes James CG. ELDER, P ersonal Adviser to Marshal Chang Houeh- ene 
liang. 


Ms James C. ELDER, British, aged 55, returned to China 


from the United ingdom via Genoa on September 10, 19356 as 


_.@ passenger on board the 5.5. “Scharnhorst." He was accom- 


__ panied by Mrs. Bilder, who is HKussian by birth, and who is 


_regarded in well-to-do circles us a lady in the strictest 


meaning of the word. 


ofter acrival in Shanghai Mrs. & lr. tlder, w who is 


___Personal «adviser to Marshal vhang Hsueh-liang, having been 


_employed in this capacity for a number of years, stayed at 


the lietropole Hotel for two (days >— after which they returned 
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to Hankow where they are permanently domiciled. 


ie They both returned to Shanghai on October 29, , 1936 and 


to Hankow. On Movember 20, 1936 Mir. Blder again ‘returned 
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to Shanghai, when he entered the Country Hospital as a 


patient of Dr. Joseph Preuss, 8d2 Bubvling Well Road, suffer- 


| _ing from chronic dysentery. after treatment he left this 


hospital on November 29 and returned to his home in Hankow,. 


Enquiries show that Mr. Elder's private life will bear 
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the closest inspection and there is not the slighbest indi- 


Pets _cation that he has ever been connected with activities of 
N os . 


“{e,..am unsavoury natmre. 
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